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the weight or the argument of the book in the
least degree. I call that simply the most deplor-
able kind of waste, This Chris won't admit

I maintain that all second-rate human per-
formances had better go into limbo and stay
there; and that it isn't much use to rake in
prehistoric middens, unless we can make the
old life useful to the new.

Chris, on the other hand, maintains that you
can't be of direct use to humanity by anything
you say or write, unless you have some idea
which way the human spirit is moving and head-
ing. He is trying to get an insight into his-
tory ; he is going on to f( look into " religion.

I daresay it won't do him any particular harm.
It is perhaps better, I tell him, than endlessly
hanging over gates to intermpt honest labourers
who are hoeing, or dancing attendance at vicar-
age tea-parties; " but perhaps/' I say, " these
are all psychological investigations ? "

" Something like it," says Chris.

" I should have thought that the only excuse
for such things was a genuine love of human
nature ? "

" I think it's better than making "fun of
human nature/'

" But that's psychological too! I am sure
my mental processes are worth more than many
sparrows/3